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A FLOCK OF TEAL ALIGHTING 

Felix Bracquemond, who etched the picture en- 
titled "A Flock of Teal Alighting" and shown op- 
posite, is one of the most famous French etchers 
and, although he executed many other subjects, is 
known as "an etcher of birds/ 1 simply because 
among his many etchings are several of duck and 
other members of the bird family. Some of his 
work was decidely influenced by the Japanese print. 
This influence is shown even in a picture like that 
opposite. For while true to western laws of per- 
spective, "A Flock of Teal Alighting 1 ' with its sense 
of motion and arrested flight, and its fine line of 
water reeds, has the Japanese effect of movement 
and decoration. 

Bracquemond did not disdain to work purely for 
decoration. He made etchings which were intended 
as designs for the decoration of porcelain game 
sets. One such etching consists of ducks of vari- 
ous sizes and activities placed about in a haphazard 
way, each duck or group of ducks intended for an 
independent decorative design. Yet the whole is a 
most interesting print, although in no sense a pic- 
ture. He has executed such decorative creations, 
as swallows flying in graceful curves, lapwing and 
teal swimming and flying, sea gulls, and geese in 
a storm; and, most Japanese of all in character, 
"The Old Cock, 11 a print which has been called 6t a 
masterly portrait by Chanticler in all the dignity 
and pomp of his mature vigour and serene self 
sufficiency. 11 



